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DONATE to SPUR HERE

7th Annual SPUR Horse Show

Sunnyside Equestrian Center
was happy to welcome the
Special People United to Ride
riders, their families and
friends on Sunday, June 5th
for the Seventh Annual Horse
Show, returning after a 2-year
layoff due to the Covid
situation.

The day started with an Adult
Demonstration Classic
showcasing the advanced skills
of four SPUR equestrians.

Throughout the day, 62 eager

riders participated in a variety
of classes which highlighted
their abilities and love of riding SPUR’s special horses.

Special thanks to Cindy Glaser, judge; Nicholas and Tim West,
announcers; Lilia Glassman, singing our National Anthem; Kristy
Kelley and Chloe Masco, photographers; Colonial Nursery, florist;
Tom Kelley and Delta Noir, musicians; Tom Durnin, magician;
The Best Day Ever Ice Cream Truck



http://www.spuronline.org/
http://www.spuronline.org/Donations.html
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Spirit of Horsemanship

Award - Jessica Fisher

Jessica has been riding in
the SPUR program since
February of 1999. We are

fortunate to have Jess as an

ambassador of our

program, with her cheerful
attitude and her deep love of
horses. There is not a horse

that has come through our
barn that has not benefited
from Jess’s horsemanship
skills and positive

demeanor. All of us at SPUR
are better for knowing Jess!

Therapy Horse of the Year -
Oberon

A horse who truly brings the
magic to Sunnyside is our
beloved Oberon. Oberon has

been with the SPUR program for

8 years. He is a 14-hand gray

Connemara gelding with a big
attitude and even bigger heart.
Oberon is the epitome of a true
therapy horse; not only does he
do his job well, but he loves his

Inspirational Rider Award -
Michael De Sarno

Michael is a rider who
shows up each week with a
positive attitude and a
smile. No matter what
challenges he is facing that
day, he comes ready to ride
and brings his humor,
enthusiasm and boundless
joy. He is an inspiration
who we can all learn from;
Michael’s outlook on life
continues to show us how
important it is to always
share some laughter and a
whole lot of love.




riders and has a keen sense of
how to take good care of them.

A few fun facts about Oberon: he
knows how to tell time
(especially how long a half hour
is!), he loves coffee and
sometimes could use a teething
ring to satisfy his case of the
nibbles. We absolutely love
everything about this horse!

On his days off Oberon can be
seen hanging out with his best
friend Snoopy, sharing hay bags o o .
and playing together. He truly enjoys his life at Sunnyside!

Volunteer of the Year

Margaret Swan

Margaret Swan originally heard about SPUR from another lesson
volunteer. She began to volunteer in June of 1999 when SPUR was
at Huber Woods. Margaret has said that her time volunteering is so
much fun, the atmosphere is great and the staff has such positive
attitudes. She remembers working with several special horses —
Bugsy, Smokey and Cinnamon.

Margaret, congratulations, and thank you for all the years and
hours you have given to the SPUR program and its riders!
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instructors and volunteers!

What does it mean to be a SPUR Volunteer?
by Pat Bernstein*

Since its inception, Special People United to Ride has exemplified the
spirit of volunteering. The founders, all volunteers, were united by a common
purpose: to work together with their horses to improve the lives of individuals
with special needs. Over the years, SPUR has undergone many changes, the
most significant being its partnership with the Monmouth County Park System,
including the move to the beautiful year round Sunnyside Equestrian

Center. Through it all, its core vision has remained constant, as has the fact that
the contributions of volunteers remain essential to SPUR's mission.

What does it mean to be a SPUR volunteer? Most of all, it means
joining a group of special people who come together to share the unique and
magical relationship between humans and horses. It means being motivated by
kindness and a desire to give one’s time and energy to help others. SPUR
volunteers are a diverse group, united by their conviction that giving back
through volunteering enriches their own lives as well as the lives of those they
help. With their open hearts and minds and willingness to learn, our
volunteers help turn challenges into opportunities. Reliable, dedicated and
committed, they appreciate the difference that their efforts make in the lives of
our students: that their SPUR lesson is often the highlight of their student’s
week. They know that cheerfulness, flexibility, and a sense of humor are great
qualities to bring to a lesson; after all, helping is fun! Many of our more
experienced volunteers mentor our newcomers, sharing their knowledge to
help build a strong and skilled team. We are continually awed by and grateful
to our amazing SPUR volunteers!

It is no coincidence that many people
who first came to SPUR as volunteers
now work at Sunnyside. Many of our
SPUR board members are past or
present lesson volunteers who were
motivated to do even more to help the




program. Recent scholarly research

{Ilgllii‘ A, |

A

LTI
e

has confirmed what our volunteers “ih

have always known: that volunteering E#8!

is one of life’s most rewarding i e
experiences, great for body and soul, 8
and that time spent helping others is

truly time well spent.

If you are interested in becoming a SPUR volunteer, please email
spur.sunnyside@gmail.com

You can download the volunteer application from our website by
clicking here.

For more information on the volunteer program,
click here!

*Pat Bernstein held the position of Volunteer Coordinator for the SPUR
program for many years. She has also been a lesson volunteer for the program
since 1999.

Summer Camp

SPUR held two weeks of camp
FUN this summer.

Through games, crafts and
hands-on horse time, campers
had an opportunity to learn
about grooming, general horse
care and to hone their riding
skills.

Thanks to
Ocean First Foundation for
providing funds towards this
summer camp!


mailto:spur.sunnyside@gmail.com
https://spuronline.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/SPUR-Volunteer-Application.pdf
https://spuronline.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/SPUR-Volunteer-Application.pdf
https://spuronline.org/?page_id=115
https://spuronline.org/?page_id=115
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Staff News

We said goodbye in June to

Stephanie Hunt, Assistant
Manager of our Riding Stables.

Stephanie started as a volunteer and

became an instructor before being
appointed to the full-time position of
Asst. Manager in 2013.

Stephanie has cared for many horses
over her tenure at Sunnyside and
leaves us with a healthy herd to
continue to serve the SPUR program.
In addition to her stable duties,
Stephanie also taught SPUR lessons
and Equine Psychology classes.

We wish Stephanie the best of luck in her new position at
Deep Cut Gardens and Tatum Park!




Save the Date!

SPOR
VIRTUAL RUN

walk | trot | gallop

, ‘ Coming Soon!
‘. “Annual Virtual Run/Walk
| Octobgbst - Sth
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Help raise money to support the SPUR Program!
Special People United to Ride is holding a
Virtual Run/Walk "
October 1 to October 8, 2022.

During that week, participants can WALK - TROT - GALLOP -
TWO MILES anywhere and raise money for a great cause.

Reaister for the Virtual Run here!

All registered participants will receive an awesome long sleeve t-shirt and also
be entered to win a McLoone's Restaurants gift card. { f !

SPONSORSHIPS are available! E

Please contact us at spurboard @ gmail.com


https://raceroster.com/events/2022/62192/spur-virtual-runwalk-2022

Thank you for your support!
Stay tuned for more information.
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VISIT the SPUR WEBSITE
HERE

SPUR Board of Directors Sunnyside Equestrian Center Staff
Officers: Laurie Kelley- Manager

President - Dennis J. Chamberlain Jackie West - Head Instructor
Recording Secretary - Jill Socha Lisa Haskell - Program Administrator
Treasurer - Les Neiman

For SPUR Program Information contact:

Board Members:
Basil J. Baccash
Elizabeth Clarke

732-224-1367
Spur@monmouthcountyparks.com
www.spuronline.org

Marie Costa

Michael DeJohn Sunnyside Equestrian Center
Barbara Duggan 628 Middletown Lincroft Road
Barbara A. Finazzo Lincroft, NJ 07738

Robert Finn

Laura Kirkwood

John K. Mahoney

Linda Snyder

For SPUR Board contact:
spur.board@gmail.com

Yours to Discover

SPUR Board of Directors
P.O. Box 242
Lincroft, N) 07738

Than‘( you to our friends and suPPorters!



http://www.spuronline.org/

SUMMER CAMP
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DONATE to SPUR HERE



https://spuronline.org/?page_id=117

