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SUNNYSIDE EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

As we start our third decade at Sunnyside
Equestrian Center, we look back with gratitude
for those whose vision and hard work made this

special place a reality. 

In the late 1990s SPUR had grown as a program and had outgrown
its traditional ways of raising funds to support it.

“In the past, SPUR Board had organized paper chases, bake sales, horse shows,
50/50 raffles…we needed to think bigger…think out of the box. Monty Roberts
was very popular at the time, traveling the country doing clinics, promoting his
“Join Up” technique for starting young horses. In spring 1998, (I) reached out
to Monty Roberts to book an event to benefit SPUR. We decided to host a two-
day exhibition with a VIP reception at Convention Hall in Asbury Park. (We)
imported the footing for the demo horses, set up the round pen, recruited
unbroken horses for Monty to start.” (Anne’s third baby decided to arrive at
the time of the event, but the SPUR Board led by President Melissa Freedman
rallied and the exhibition was a huge success, raising $30K in one weekend.)
– Anne Miller, SPUR Board President, 2001



Monty Roberts

TIME TO MOVE

“SPUR had outgrown Huber Woods, instructors and parents were frustrated
that therapy had to be interrupted during winter and lessons had to be
canceled due to rain, etc. SPUR was only open April to October. We had a huge
waiting list…so much demand. We needed an indoor!...Huber Woods was not
large enough to expand the program and certainly could not support an indoor
arena. The Monmouth County Park System (MCPS) owned vacant land
designated for ‘active recreation’ (in Lincroft) that would be the perfect
location for a new therapeutic riding center. The MCPS would provide the land
and operate the facility if SPUR could raise the money to build it. Challenge
accepted!” – Anne Miller

SPUR at Huber
Woods

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

“I vividly remember the SPUR board meeting at Huber Woods when MCPS
Secretary-Director Jim Truncer told us if we raised the money we could go



forward with the plan for an indoor, but warned that it might take years to raise
that kind of money. We were looking at close to a million dollars.
SPUR President Anne Miller was the driving force behind building the indoor.
She was boots on the ground and inspiring with her passion to make this a
reality.” – Tracy Boyle, Fundraising Chair for Off to the Races



“In truth, I think I just happened to be in the right place at the right time when
she asked me if I would take on the fundraising task. Everyone I asked to sit on
the committee said yes. Everyone cared and believed in the mission of
SPUR….Dorothea Bongiovi, Patti Springsteen (the honorary chair) and CC
Dyer were all eager to help, as were Nancy and John Mulheren and Pam and
Anthony Diaco….It was a very fun and generous group to work with. The event
was limited in size and my friend Geri Roper offered her incredible indoor
arena to host it. (We invited) an honored guest who had helped SPUR in the
past… Belmont winner Julie Krone. (The gala evening featured a limited
auction with items like two private guitar lessons with Bruce Springsteen and
VIP tables that sold for $15,000.)

“On that night in October 2000 magic happened. 9/11 was a year away and the
stock market was very healthy. The generous spirit of the community was
palpable and in about 20 minutes after dinner the money was raised – after
which, Jon Bon Jovi and Bruce Springsteen got on stage and entertained all of
us for a few hours. Magic.” – Tracy Boyle



Jon Bon Jovi, Tracy Boyle, Patti Scialfa, and Bruce Springsteen playing at the “Off to the Races”
benefit for SPUR, October 21, 2000. *

THE DREAM BEGINS

The SPUR Board hired Engel Architects, Lancaster, PA to design the new
facility and King Construction, New Holland, PA to build it in phases. The barn
and indoor were first, completed in 2002.

THE DREAM IS REALIZED

In late 2002, horses, staff & volunteers were ready to begin at the
new site. 

“But before we held our inaugural SPUR session, there was one big celebration
to be held: The Grand Opening of Sunnyside Equestrian Center,
featuring a performance by Herrmann's Royal Lipizzan Stallions!

The arrival of their patriarch Colonel Herrmann, his family, his staff and his
beautiful horses transformed the pastoral atmosphere of Sunnyside to an
exciting pre-performance venue, complete with a huge tent in the outdoor
arena to house the beautiful stallions and multiple trailers for horses,
equipment, riders and staff. A few days before the show, things were a bit
complicated by a monsoon- like rainstorm that threatened to flood the
temporary stable, but some major ditch digging and sandbagging by their folks
and ours saved the day. 

“September 27th, 2002 dawned clear and bright and ushered in a day full of



well-earned congratulations to all those who worked so hard to make
Sunnyside Equestrian Center a reality; Park System officials, SPUR board
members, and SPUR staff and volunteers and their guests all came together to
celebrate their beautiful new facility. The Lipizzans awed everyone with their
grace, power and agility, a fittingly festive beginning to a new chapter in the
history of the SPUR program, which has continued to grow and evolve by leaps
and bounds over the ensuing years.” – Pat Bernstein, SPUR volunteer and
former Volunteer Coordinator

"Herrmann's Royal Lipizzan Stallions" perform at Sunnyside Equestrian Center, 9/27/2002.*

THE COMPLETED
​SUNNYSIDE EQUESTRIAN CENTER ​

On Sunday, April 27, 2008, the Monmouth County Park System proudly
welcomed visitors to view and enjoy Phase 2 of The Sunnyside Equestrian
Center. This phase included a new classroom, office space where private
consultations could be held and a new observation room. All this was again
made possible through the encouragement and financial support of SPUR.





​*Photos of Off to the Races and Herrmann's Royal Lipizzan Stallions from The
Monmouth County Park System: The First Fifty Years, The Friends of the Monmouth
County Park System, Zink, C. (2010) used with permission of Gail Hunton, Monmouth
County Park System.
Link to: ​Monmouth County Park System: THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS -

The 2000's

Thank you to all of our friends and supporters!

​For more information about SPUR or to make a donation,

VISIT SPUR's WEBSITE HERE
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