Happy Anniversary to SPU R!

HOOFBEATS
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2021: A Year of Anniversaries
We at SPUR have a lot to celebrate this year
as we look back with pride at two
milestones in our history.
Forty years ago, on July 9, 1981, SPUR’s Certificate of Corporation
was signed. Special People United to Ride, a therapeutic program
launched in the late 1970s by a dedicated local group, had moved to
Thompson Park and began a partnership with the Monmouth County
Park System. Mary Alice Goss, one of the original founders, was
Program Director and Head Instructor. We are grateful to the early
dreamers and to those who served as the initial board of directors.
Without their vision and dedication, we would not be celebrating 40
years of this exemplary program!
Twenty years ago, SPUR had moved to Huber Woods Park, but staff
and board members were eager to grow the program by adding a
larger facility with an indoor arena for year-round lessons. With the
success of “Off to the Races,” an evening honoring jockey Julie Krone
which raised $850,000, the vision moved toward reality, and in late
2001 construction on our current Sunnyside home began on the
former Neuberger Farm in Middletown.
In any other year, we would be planning a gala to observe our dual
anniversaries...and perhaps we still will. But these are extraordinary
times, so until we can do so in person, we will mark these events

more modestly and honor in other ways those who worked so hard to
create SPUR.
Watch upcoming newsletters for reminiscences and photos from the
past as we continue our double celebration!
More program history at: SPUR Website; MCPS Green Heritage

DONATE to SPUR

"ROUND UP YOUR CHANGE"
at Rite Aid to support SPUR

We are excited to announce that SPUR has been once again approved
as one of the 500 official KidCents charities. KidCents is a program
created by The Rite Aid Foundation that allows Rite Aid customers to
round up their purchases to the nearest dollar and donate their change
to help support kid-focused charities. Click here to see how to enroll in
the KidCents program and round-up to our charity:
SPUR & Rite Aid

WALK - TROT - GALLOP for SPUR!
Polish up your running shoes and get ready to join
us for the SPUR VIRTUAL RUN this Fall, 2021. Stay

tuned for more information on dates and how you
can participate!

MEET OUR SPECIAL THERAPY HORSES
Both Gram and Titan came to
Sunnyside in 2004 and quickly
became good friends, spending
most of their years in the same
herd. Titan and Gram have
worked as therapy horses for
17 years now, and have truly
been some of the best horses
we have ever known! Gram is
a Haflinger and Titan is a
mixed breed pony, most likely
Fjord/Exmoor/Haflinger. Both
are 23 years old.

PERFECT GRAMMAR
"GRAM"

TITAN

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
We are pleased to announce that Laurie
Kelley has become part of the full time staff
at Sunnyside.
Laurie has been with SPUR since September of
2007, starting as a volunteer and achieving her
PATH Instructor Certification in 2009. Laurie is
invaluable in her many roles at Sunnyside
including teaching and caring for the horses.
She is an integral part of the success of SPUR
and we congratulate her on her well-deserved
position.

Volunteers of the Year - 2019 and 2020

2019 Volunteer of the Year
Mary Green

Mary Green joined our volunteer team in September
of 2018. Mary’s readiness to be part of the SPUR
family and her enthusiasm was apparent right from
the start. With lessons at full throttle at that time
Mary quickly became the “go to” person when we
needed a last minute sub to fill in for any
program. Her dedication of her time to the SPUR
program and love for our horses has earned Mary a
well-deserved position with our staff at Sunnyside.
We are so pleased that Mary has chosen SPUR to
give of her time and talents.

2019 Junior Volunteer of the Year
Ida Hosseini

Our 2019 Junior Volunteer of the Year is Ida
Hosseini. Back in 2016, Ida “discovered” us through
her participation in our Youth Horseback Riding
lessons and Summer camps. After that it was a
natural progression for her to share her love of
horses as a volunteer. Ida can be counted on to help
wherever needed. She helps with SPUR lessons,
Beginner Youth lessons and Summer Camps always
with a cheerful, calm attitude and ready smile. She
has been especially helpful with newer volunteers,
sharing her insights about the personalities and
habits of our horses. Thanks Ida, from all of us for
your dedication to our SPUR team.

2020 Volunteer of the Year
Denise Day

Denise Day has been volunteering with the SPUR
program since April of 2015. As a full time teacher
and certified school counselor Denise has always
found the time in her busy schedule to volunteer at
Sunnyside. To share her passion with horses Denise
would bring her students to Sunnyside for a class
trips. In a very tough year we knew that we could
count on Denise when programing could resume as
she never hesitated to come back to help when we
could safely re open. When Denise walks through
the door of Sunnyside we know our students and our
horses are in great hands!

2020 Junior Volunteer of the Year Nicole
Cieluch

Nicole Cieluch is our 2020 Junior Volunteer of the
Year. Nicole’s love of horses brought her to our
summer 2019 Volunteer Workshop. Nicole brings a
positive cheerful energy and a ready smile to
Sunnyside and has been active in all of our
programs. She has been invaluable to us as a
volunteer for all 5 weeks of Summer Camp, some
weeks helping with both the am and pm sessions,
and assisting with our SPUR lessons and Youth
Horseback riding lessons. She brings skill, sensitivity
and understanding to her lessons, and is great at
keeping the students on task and our horses
happy. Thank you, Nicole. We are very happy that
you are a part of our team!

BACK in the SADDLE (Again)
As we approach the spring we are in the process of opening our
SPUR schedule to as many riders as safely possible, and ALWAYS
keeping in mind those that are patiently waiting to join us again!
We had a bumpy start to the Intersession having to pause the
program for December and early January due to Covid restrictions.
We thankfully were able to resume the program for the last couple
of weeks.
Our winter session is well under way with the new protocols in
place and we are pleased to be able to run the program and also to
have our dedicated volunteers on lessons with their continuous
support and great attitude.
We want all of our SPUR families to know that our main goal is to
have ALL of our SPUR riders “Back in the Saddle” again!
Jackie West
Program Director, Equestrian Division
Session updates:

FOR SPUR PROGRAM
INFORMATION, VIST OUR
WEBSITE

The winter session runs from Saturday February 13th to Saturday
April 10th.
The spring session will run from April 26th to June 21st.

HERE

SUNNYSIDE SNOW DAYS!

VISIT SPUR's WEBSITE HERE
SPUR Board of Directors

SPUR Program Staff

Officers

Jackie West - Program Director

Recording Secretary - Jill Socha

Lisa Haskell - Equestrian Program Coordinator

President - Robert DeBarba
Treasurer - Les Neiman
Board Members

Stephanie Hunt - Stable Manager

For SPUR Program Information contact:

Basil J. Baccash

732-224-1367

Dennis J. Chamberlain

www.spuronline.org

Marie Costa

Sunnyside Equestrian Center

Barbara Duggan

Lincroft, NJ 07738

Barbara Carroll

Elizabeth Clarke
Michael DeJohn

Barbara A. Finazzo

Spur@monmouthcountyparks.com

628 Middletown Lincroft Road

Robert Finn

Laura Kirkwood
Lisa Loshiavo

John K. Mahoney

Timothy J. McAuliffe
Linda Snyder

For SPUR Board contact:
spur.board@gmail.com
SPUR Board of Directors
P.O. Box 242

Lincroft, NJ 07738

Thank you to our friends and supporters!
Happy Spring!

