HOOFBEATS from
November 2020

It’s not too late to sign up!

Support SPUR’s Virtual Run Scholarship Fund Benefit
November 1- 8, 2020
Calling all walkers and runners to help raise funds to support Special People United to Ride
(SPUR) by participating in their first virtual two-mile run during the week of November 1,
2020.
For more information and to register https://raceroster.com/events/2020/35427/spur-virtual-run
SPUR Virtual Run participants will receive a long-sleeve race T-shirt and have the opportunity
to win a $100 gift card to any of McLoone's Restaurants!
Participants can create a fundraising team to solicit donations from friends, family and coworkers.
Your participation will help provide scholarships for the approximately 35% of our students
who would not otherwise be able to participate in SPUR programs.

Thank you to our sponsor McLoone’s Restaurants!

Retirements: Wishing all the best to…
Pat Bernstein was a
mainstay in the Sunnyside
office for 18 years, and was a
volunteer prior to that. Pat
was our go-to person for
many things other than her
main job as Volunteer
Coordinator. She was always
on hand to help with
whatever was asked and was
concerned with all aspects of
the program.
Last fall she found out there
was a state Ombudsman for
people with disabilities. Her meeting with him
resulted in payment of $22,000 to SPUR owed by the
New Jersey Division of Developmental Disabilities.
This kind of dedication is extraordinary. We will
miss her many contributions to the SPUR family but
look forward to seeing her again when she returns as
a volunteer once we get through COVID.

Animal Attendant Tom Mullens, a favorite of
horses and humans at Sunnyside, worked his last day
on May 1 and was bid a reluctant farewell by his
colleagues, SPUR volunteers and the horses he cared
for with skill and affection for 20 years. Both people
and horses enjoyed working with him. His calm,
quiet manner and reliable and steady presence at
Sunnyside made him universally well-respected, and
the horses truly loved and trusted him.
His
kindness to
all will be
deeply
missed.
Enjoy your
retirement
Tom!

News from the SPUR Program
We would like to thank Project Linus for
donating beautiful handmade blankets to our
SPUR riders. They were handed out while
supplies lasted just in time for the crisp fall
weather. Thank you!
Project Linus, a non-profit organization,
provides comforting blankets lovingly made by
adults and children from all walks of life and
many different sources. More information:
https://www.projectlinus.org/

Fun Facts about SPUR
Did you know that Sunnyside Equestrian Center is mentioned in Jenna Bush Hager’s new book,
Everything Beautiful in Its Time? Jenna led the Today Show team that paid a surprise (and very
generous) visit to the SPUR program in 2018.
See the video at: https://www.today.com/video/how-horseback-riding-changes-the-lives-ofkids-with-special-needs-1211856451825?fbclid=IwAR3PT-K4o9znABomrjir36R3qYkYa7UXfUtjSAeLULWJ3zqCK_V01RZ-qg

Save the Date!
December 1
#GivingTuesday is a global day of giving fueled by the
collective power of individuals, communities and
organizations to encourage philanthropy and celebrate
generosity worldwide.
Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving (this
year, December 1) #GivingTuesday kicks off the
charitable season, when many focus on their holiday and
end-of-year giving.
Special People United to Ride (SPUR) is excited to be a
part of this again and has set a goal of $10,000 that will
be used for our therapeutic horsemanship scholarship
program.
To participate, visit our website www.spuronline.org
or Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/SpecialPeopleUnitedtoRide/
and click on the donation button.

SPUR Halloween Fun

SPUR is grateful for the program support provided by
the following 2020 grants:
Rite Aid KidCents Round-Up Program & Thankful Giving Campaign

Ocean First Foundation

Vonage Foundation

Community Foundation of New Jersey

Investors Foundation

Wawa Foundation

HOPS for Awareness
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