
““Jane” loves horseback riding and needs 
the structured time. As a single mother, I 
cannot afford to pay for her lessons and I 
would hate to see her stop because of  
financial reasons. We have all seen such 
growth and improvements in her, even in 
school since she has been able to have 
lessons. She would not  have been able to 
have been exposed to such an activity or 
horses without this fabulous scholarship 
and program. She gets sensory, balance, 
language, and social skills and she looks 
forward to it every week.”   

 
“I was laid off from my job on August 29, 
2010. I lost my health insurance on  
October 17, 2010, which has me bearing 
the full brunt of my daughter’s therapy 
costs. Being on a reduced limited income 
is proving more than difficult. Almost half 
of what I take in goes to rent alone. “Jill” 
loves horses so much and she misses Blue 
and Stephanie. She wants to come back 
but can’t without your help.  
Thank You.”   
 

“ Sunnyside Staff, 
Thank you so much 
for all that you do 
for my children. 
They enjoy riding 
and riding has made 
such a difference in 
their lives.” 
Thank You. L.V.  
 

“Dear Pat and the SPUR Scholarship  
Committee, 

Once again, 
thank you for 
g r a n t i n g  
“Geri” a full 
scholarship for 
the Winterim 
session. We 
cannot express 

how grateful we are for your generosity. 
It has enabled “Geri” to continue horse-
back riding in the program. Laurie and 
the volunteers, as well the other instruc-
tors, have continued to implement 
“Geri’s” communication book into the 
sessions. “Geri” thoroughly enjoys the 
sessions. We really appreciate the kind-
ness and caring of all the staff, the horses 
included. Thank you again!”   
 
“This has been an unbelievable experi-
ence for my daughter. It has done more 
for her confidence, balance and bravery 
than anything ever could. “Jean” fell off 
the horse while trotting, and she got up, 
brushed herself off, gave me a huge smile 
and thumbs up and got right back on. 
This never would have happened a year 
ago. These lessons are not possible with-
out a scholarship.”    
 
““Jimmy” loves horseback riding and 
really looks forward to participating each 
spring.  Unfortunately, in addition to hav-
ing autism, he has other medical issues 
where the specialists are out of network, 
and we must pay their bills without help 
of insurance for him and his sibling also 
with special needs.  
 
We have been very fortunate in the past to 
receive scholarships for horseback riding.  
Without them, it would not be possible for 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: These are just a 
sampling of notes SPUR receives  
requesting assistance and/or thanking us 
for the scholarship program.  The names 
have been changed or omitted to main-
tain the families’ privacy. 



Since becoming a 
SPUR volunteer in 
the spring of 2009, 
Bobby DeBarba has 
helped with SPUR 
and ARIES lessons, 
and many of our 
special programs.  
Always willing to substitute when  
another volunteer needs to miss a  
lesson, Bobby is a skilled horse  
handler and helpful sidewalker.  He 
has been especially helpful to the in-
structors in our Youth Summer Camp 
program.  As part of his Eagle Scout 
project, Robert built a wooden bridge 
that became part of our sensory trail; 
as the horses cross it, the sound and 
sensation it provides to our riders 

gives them a unique sensory experi-
ence as part of their lessons.  Bobby 
is a fine young man who will be 
missed by all of us at Sunnyside when 
he goes off to college. We are happy 
to recognize his many contributions 
to our program by naming him our 
2010 Junior Volunteer of the Year. 
 
Barbara Carroll is 
our 2010 Volunteer 
of the Year .   
Barbara started  
volunteering with 
us in September 
2007.  She immedi-
ately became one of our “go to”  
people and consistently offers us lots 
of availability with a myriad of  

activities.  She helps with SPUR and 
ARIES lessons, summer camps, and 
special programs, all with a cheerful, 
calm attitude and a ready smile.  She 
brings skill, sensitivity and under-
standing to her interactions with  
students, instructors, and horses alike.  
We pair our newer volunteers with 
Barbara as often as we can because 
we know that she’ll help make their 
introduction to SPUR a positive and 
rewarding one. This year, Barbara has 
taken her commitment to SPUR one 
step further by joining the SPUR 
Board of Directors.  She was instru-
mental in gathering donated prizes for 
our raffle to benefit our scholarship 
fund and recently agreed to become 
SPUR’s Secretary.   

 
A Message from the President 
 

Dear Friends of SPUR, 
 
At long last, the snow is gone, the horses are enjoying more and more time 
outside, and spring seems like it might actually be on its way, to the delight 
of all here at SPUR. 
 
The SPUR Board of Directors would like to thank all who supported our 
fundraising efforts to benefit the SPUR Scholarship Fund by purchasing 
raffle tickets in the fall. Congratulations to the five lucky winners! One 
hundred percent of revenue from the raffle has been utilized by the Board  
to provide financial assistance to students who might otherwise not be able 
to benefit from SPUR’s therapeutic programs. 
 
We are also thrilled to welcome Nicholas Hegarty and Robin Walla to  
the SPUR Board of Directors. We are certain that their individual talents  
and enthusiasm will prove to be a great benefit to the program, and look 
forward to years of fruitful collaboration on behalf of SPUR and the 
students we serve.  
 
Enjoy the warmer weather, and thanks to all for your continued support! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Linda Irving Smith 
President, SPUR Board of Directors 

Board of Directors  

Officers 

President 
Linda Irving Smith 

President-Elect 
Colleen Foy 

Past President 
Kate Gøtterup 

Secretary 
Barbara Carroll 

Treasurer 
Tom Durney 

Aviva DeVito 
Candice Herrick 
Nicholas Hegarty 
Judy Horan 
Jan L. Kalman 
Jo Ann Lindemann 
Donna Singer 
Debbie Snyder 
Robin Walla 
Jackie West 
Nancy Young 
 

2010 Volunteers of the Year by Pat Bernstein 



2010 Members and Supporters 
The SPUR Board of Directors, the Sunnyside staff, and the student riders thank the  

following individuals and organizations for their generous support over the past year. 

The Ambrose Family 
American Legion Twinlight Post 143 
Alison Ardolino 
Mrs. Geraldine Arege 
Mary Babick 
Laura A. Bach 
Bamm Hollow Country Club 
Michael & Maria Barlev 
Basil T’s Brewery & Italian Grill 
Joyce Bayless 
BeBop Parties, Inc. 
Lois Beccarelli 
Tristan Bechard 
Lisa Bermack 
David Bernarducci 
Harry & Patricia Bernstein 
Vanessa Berry 
Patricia M. Bixel 
Vicki Bixel 
J. Gordon & Marilyn Boak 
Ms. Maureen Bohl 
Mr. & Mrs. George Borgstede 
Farley & Patrick Boyle 
Pete & Cathy Brady 
Karl & Barbara Brand 
Mr. William J. Brannagan 
John & Cheri Brister 
The Burns Family 
Donald & Christine Bush, Jr. 
Kyle & Nicole Byren 
Mrs. Nina Callahan 
Mr. Tim Campajna 
Thomas & Mary Jane Carey 
Mrs. Dennice R. Carey 
Mrs. Ann Carey 
Mr. Andrew Carr 
Ms. Marianne Carroll 
Barbara Carroll 
Casa Comida 
Antonio & Kim Casola 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Kerry Chandler 
Robert & Kerry Chandler 
Chapman, Bird, Grey & Tessler, Inc. 
Dr. Stephen & Rosanne Chidyllo 
The Chien Family 
Christie Communications, Inc. 
CJ Montana’s 
John & Joyce Cmiel 
Joseph & Kelly Colao 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Coleman 
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Collopy 
Count Basie Foundation 
Steve Coyte 

Donna Crader 
The Creekmore Family 
Cupcake of Little Silver, LLC 
Peter J. Cygan 
Shelley Cyrgalis 
Lynda Daudier 
Stuart & Gloria De Lott 
Lori DeBernardis 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul V. DeMarco 
The Denali Company, LLC 
Ed Deutsch 
Aviva DeVito 
John & Liz Devlin 
Virginia Di Chiara 
Nicholas A. DiBari 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael DiMartino 
Disabled American Veterans  
   Northern Valley Chapter #32 
Kathy Dodge 
The Doherty Family 
Marissa Domalewski 
Brendan J. Donnelly 
Harry & Carolyn Dorward 
Greg & Kathleen Driscoll 
Carl & Lisa Dumont 
The Durney Family 
Gordon & Shannon Eadon 
Raymonth & Ruth Eagle 
East Main Street Trattoria 
Melanie Elmiger 
Patti Eltzholtz 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven J. Etzler 
Carrie Eustace 
Lawrence & Carol Fallon 
Joseph & Irene Fekete 
Rick & Priscilla Filippelli 
Joanne M. Fink 
Ellen Forlenza 
Judy Forrest 
Andrea Fox 
Colleen Foy 
John & Shari Kent Frattellone 
Fran Froehlich 
Jim Gates 
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Gehret 
Estate of Joseph Gennaro 
Doreen M. Gesumaria 
Jamie Giebler 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Ginolfi 
John & Debbie Glenn 
Dorothy Glenn 
Lauren Goldfarb 
Cathy Goldin 

The Gorman Family 
Erin Gotch 
Kate & Morten Gotterup 
Dominick & Penny Grasso 
Robert & Susan Grosso 
Ann Guinlan 
The Gyory Family 
Mr. Jay Halligan 
Frank & Pat Heeter 
Nick & Loren Hegarty 
Mary Ann Hegarty 
Rae Hemway 
Maryann Herbst 
Rodger K. Herrigel 
Michael & Eileen High 
John & Judith Horan 
Doris B. Hudak 
Ichabod’s 
Steve Irolla 
Kim Jarck 
Danielle Jarvis 
Tracee Johnson 
Mrs. Charles H. Jones 
Juanito’s Restaurant 
Jan L. Kalman 
Karin Kandur 
Susan & John Karlin 
Keansburg Amusement Park 
Thomas & Laurie Kelley 
James A. Kennedy 
Frederick C. Kniesler 
Arthur Kontos Foundation, Inc. 
Karen L. Koscica 
Stamatios Kougias 
Anne Marie Kruszka 
Jennifer Kuhlman 
Ken & Jo Ann Lindemann 
Susan Liu 
Mary Loigu 
Meagan K. Longo 
Lori Lopez 
David & Claudette Lupton 
Teresa & Jim Maguire 
Carol M. Makhoul 
Tim Malone 
Lynne Mangini 
Mr. & Mrs. Ulf Marxen 
Adam Materasso 
The Mathur Family 
Arthur & Maryb Mauriello 
Susan H, McClure 
Stacey McColgan 
McDonough’s Pub 

Mr. & Mrs. Tim McLoone 
Steve Mehler 
Patty Metz 
Molly Pitcher Inn 
Monmouth Civic Chorus 
Robert & Linda Morgan 
Mosaic Salon & Spa 
Thomas Mullens 
Dawn Mulligan 
New Shrewsbury Racquet Club 
Keith Nowak 
Susan O'Brien 
Marc O'Brien 
Blair & Elizabeth O'Connor 
The Oganov’s 
Jean Olson 
Frances P. Olson 
Pat Orlando 
The Orsini's 
Francine Owitz 
Audrey K. Painter 
Parker Creek Fitness 
Bijal Patel 
Virginia Pellicci 
Stephanie Pilot & Bob Szefinski  
Kathy Ramirez 
N. Britt & Theresa Raynor 
Red Bank Elks Lodge 233 
Francis X. Roberts 
Judith Rokoszak 
Cindy Ross 
Stella D. Ruane 
Clarke & Susan Ryan 
Barbara L. Sager 
Claudia Sands 
Ken Santo 
Sawa 
Jan Scelsa 
Kenneth & Margery Schwartz 
Joseph & Helen Sholler 
Donna Singer 
Addy Singer 
Mary Siver 
Six Flags 
David & Theresa Slade 
Kevin Slavin 
Teddy & Nancy Smith 
Laura Voss Smith 
Linda Irving Smith 
Kathleen Sperring 
Ryan & Jaclyn Spilberg 
Carmella Stefanelli 
                         (over)  
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I do not want to be publicly acknowledged for my donation.  

Name ________________________________________________________________  

Address _____________________________________________________________  

City ________________________________________ State ______  Zip ________  

E-mail Address _______________________________________________________  

Telephone ___________________________________________________________  

Payment method: ___ Check Payable to SPUR  ___ Visa  ___ MC  ___ Amex 

Card No _______________________________________________ Exp _________  

Last 3 Digits in Signature Strip on Back of Card  ______________ 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

SPUR 2011 MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION 
Annual Membership 
Single $30. Family $50                           $ _____________  

 
I want to do more. Please accept the following gift toward: 

Student Financial Aid Scholarships          $ _____________  

Instructor Continuing Education              $ _____________  

Susan Hughes Memorial Scholarship       $ _____________  

Horse Fund                                             $ _____________  

Wherever it is needed most                     $ _____________  
 
                                                Total             $ _____________  

Special People United to Ride 

Mailing address: 
Special People United to Ride 

805 Newman Springs Road, Lincroft, NJ 07738 
 

www.spuronline.org 

To those supporters who may have unintentionally been omitted from 
this list, we extend our most grateful thanks. Please contact us so that 

we may recognize your generosity in our upcoming Fall 2011 newsletter. 

Lauren & Susan Strazdis 
Dianne Swenson 
Molly Taft 
Frank & Laura Tedesco 
Rusty Tellone 
Bill & Nicole Thomas 
Chapman, Bird, Grey & Tessler, Inc. 
Jim & Ramona Truncer 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Tudor 
Val’s Tavern 
Gina Valente 
Victor Valoura 
Paul & Lisa Van Heest 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Vates 
The Veech Family 
Lauri Veel 
Danise M. Vieni 
The Viverito Family 
Lynn Walker 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Ward 
Dr. & Mrs. William D. Warters 

Carolyn Weaver 
The West Family 
Spencer & Kathleen Wickham 
Nancy Young 
Ed Zarelle 
Zoe, An American Bistro 
Babette Zschiegner 
And to our Anonymous Supporter 
 
Memorial Donations 
 

In Memory of  
Linda Concord from... 
Thomas Concord 
Faith S. Hahn 
Susan Liu 
 
Susan Hughes Scholarship  
Memorial Funds from...  
Douglas & Joanne Irwin 
Gerald & Arleen Kynaston 
Tom & Palma Lynn Liebert 
James & Susanne Pincus 

The annual report was 
unavailable at press  
time.  Information  
will be posted on our 
web page as soon  
as it is available. 

2010 Members and Supporters 



(Continued from page 1) 

us to cover the tuition fee.  “Jimmy” is a 
very positive, kind boy and has been a 
good big brother. 
 
We would be so grateful if we could  
receive assistance with the cost of the 
next session.  The SPUR program has  
embraced “Jimmy” like family since  
he started riding ten years ago.  The  
program has been such a wonderful  
experience for him; we hope he can ride 
again this spring.                              
Thank you so much.”  

“Dear SPUR  
Foundation, 
     I would like to 
thank you for all 
you have done for 
m y  d a u g h t e r 
“Kelly.” The horse 
therapy has helped 
her so much. Last 

month you provided us with an unex-
pected scholarship and considering we 
fell two mortgages behind, “Kelly” would 
never have been able to ride this  
term,  none the less given the wonderful  

opportunity by Liz to participate in the 
Special Horse show — “Kelly” is beyond 
excited. We will all be there to cheer for 
everyone! Two days ago I sent in the next 
session’s form anticipating I could pay  
in full in November when finances are  
better. Yesterday my husband came home 
and informed me that for the next three 
weeks he is again at half pay. Then his 
job is terminated — My husband will be  
unemployed just in time for “Kelly’s” 
birthday!  
 
I know SPUR has sponsored “Kelly” in 
the past when times were difficult. We 
have no savings, no credit, etc. I was 
thinking if you could remove “Kelly’s” 
name from the roster for the next session 
I would appreciate it. 
 
“Kelly” enjoys riding more than you 
could imagine, but we feel someone else 
should have a turn to ride in her place. 
We will come back when the job market  
improves. I thank you so much for all you 
have done for us.” 
Love The “H” Family   
 
“Dear Scholarship Committee, 

     T h e r e ’ s  m o r e  
appreciation than 
words could ever say 
behind the special 
thank you this brings 
to you today. Thank 
you for awarding us a 
scholarship for this 
Winterim session.” 
Mrs. A. G.   

 

Pictures from top left to right:  
Eric Altschuler, Stephanie Altschuler  

 
 
Pictures from bottom  
left to right:  
Ashley Feldman  
riding on Blue 
Brendan Durney  
riding on Salt 
Jack Veech 
riding on Mimi 

For the third year in a row ARIES 
students represented the SPUR  
program at the Horseback Riding for 
the Handicapped of New Jersey Open 
Horse show in Allentown, New  
Jersey. Jack Veech, Ashley Feldman, 
Stephanie Altschuler, Eric Altschuler, 
and Brendan Durney spent the fall 
riding session working on all their 
riding skills and memorizing the  
obstacle course pattern in preparation 
for this show. 
 
On Saturday, October 23, 2010 the 
students participated in two classes 
each: an equitation class to demon-

strate riding skills and an obstacle 
class. For the first time in many years 
the weather was beautiful and classes 
were held in the outdoor arenas.   
 
The SPUR horses, Mimi, Salt, and 
Blue participated in the Isaac’s  
Perpetual Trophy class to show off 
their skills as a therapy horse. They 
were the hit of the class when all 
three laid down to nap while waiting 
for the class results. Talk about bomb 
proof! 
 
A special thanks goes out to all the 
staff and volunteers who gave their 
time to help us throughout the day.   
 
Congratulations riders! 

SPUR Riders Attend HRH Annual Horse 

2010 SPUR  
SCHOLARSHIP 
RAFFLE WINNERS 
 

Thank you to everyone who  
purchased a ticket or made a  
donation to our raffle campaign. 
The Board of Directors met on 
Monday, December 6th and the 
following winners were drawn: 
First Prize: Ayana Mathur 
Second Prize: Judy Horan 
Third Prize: Mrs. Joseph G. Boak 
Fourth Prize: Dennis Bermack 
Fifth Prize: Laura Bach 

Congratulations! 

Giving Never Felt So Good 
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SPUR volunteer and Boy Scout Bobby 
DeBarba designed and constructed a 
bridge for the sensory trail at Sunny-
side as his Eagle Scout project. The 
bridge will be used to add variety to 
lessons when riding outside of the 
arena.  
 
The bridge was built and installed this 
past fall, just in time for the arrival of 
the cold winter weather. In addition 
to Bobby’s work, professional services 
for design and building were donated 
by Joseph T. Bobowski Builder, of 

Point Pleasant, Builder’s General and 
Little Silver Hardware in Little Silver. 
 
On February 16th Bobby passed his 
Council Board of Review and was 
awarded the rank of  Eagle 
Scout. “Only 1% of Scouts ever 
achieve this rank, so it's quite an  
accomplishment,” said his mother, 
Darlene DeBarba, also a SPUR  
volunteer.  
 
In addition to his Eagle Scout 
achievement, Bobby has also earned 

SPUR’s Junior Volunteer of the Year 
Award for 2010 recognition for the 
many hours he has spent assisting 
with lessons.   
 
Thank you and congratulations to 
Bobby for his hard work and dedica-
tion to SPUR.  

Eagle Scout Supports SPUR  




